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of Japan. In April 1905 the Government of Korea agreed
to " transfer and assign the control and administration of the
post, telegraph and telephone service in Korea (except the
telephone service exclusively pertaining to the Imperial
Household) to the Imperial Japanese Government." In
May 1904, when Korea denounced all her treaties with
Russia and all concessions granted to Russian subjects, the
Russian Government declared that it would " regard as null
and void all acts of the Korean Government while under
Japanese tutelage," but, so long as any part of the country
remained in the war-zone, the force which any agreements
had was quite uncertain. That uncertainty was removed
by the Treaty of Portsmouth, which was concluded between
Japan and Russia on the termination of the war.

In a previous chapter 1 a sketch has been given of the
relations of Japan and Korea, up till the outbreak of the
war between Japan and Russia. Article II of
Korea after the Treaty of Portsmouth, which marked the
the \var conclusion of peace between these two countries,
stipulated that, "The Imperial Russian Govern-
ment, acknowledging that Japan possesses in Korea para-
mount political, military, and economical interests, engages
neither to obstruct nor to interfere with measures for the
guidance, protection, and control which the Imperial Govern-
ment of Japan may find it necessary to take in Korea. It
is understood that Russian subjects in Korea shall be treated
in exactly the same manner as the subjects and citizens of
other Powers ; that is to say, they shall be placed on the
same footing as the subjects and citizens of the most
favoured nation. It is also agreed that, in order to avoid
causes of misunderstanding, the two high contracting parties
\vill abstain on the Russian-Korean frontier from taking
any military measures which may menace the security of
Russian or Korean territory." By this treaty the Russian
Government not only definitely relinquished all the political
interests she had previously claimed to possess in Korea,
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